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Rajendra Keshavlal Shah

ri Rajendra Keshavlal Shah, on whom the Sahitya

)Akademi is conferring its highest honour of Fellowship
today, is an eminent Gujarati poet and one of the pioneers
of the new trend in Gujarati poetry in the post-
Independence period.

Sri Rejendra Shah was born in 1913, at Kapadvanaj in
district Kaira, Gujarat. He lost his father at the tender age
of two and his mother brought him up in the strict religious
tradition of the family. He studied in his hometown upto
matriculation and later joined Wilson College, Bombay. He
graudated from M.S. University, Baroda. He has had varied
experience as a teacher, grocer, partner in a business firm
and owner of a printing press. :

Rajendra Shah's first poem was published in 1933, in
the Wilsonian, the magazine of Wilson College, Bombay,
but his first collection of peoms Dhvani was published in
1951, which created quite a stir. There are 21 collections of
poems to his credit, the important ones being Dhvani (1951),
Andolan (1951), Shruti (1957), Morpinchh (1959), Shant
Kolahal (1962), Chitrana (1967), Kshan je Chirantan (1968),
Vishadne Sad (1968), Madhyama (1978), Udgiti (1979), kshana
(1979), Patralekha (1981), Prasana Saptak (1982), Panch Parva
(1983), Vibhavan (1983), Dwasuparna (1983), Chandan Bhini
Anamik (1987), Aranyak (1992), Amblawya Mor (1988), Rum
Zum (1989) etc. He has also translated masters like
Jayadeva (Geet Govinda), Vidyapati, Jeebanananda Das,
Budha Dev Basu etc., into Gujarati.

His poems reveal his commitment to society at large,
but it is the commitment of an artist. He is a seeker of
beauty and sings of it. He is prominent as a lyrical poet.
His excellence lies in his songs on love, nature, God, death,
modern civilization, myths, politics, and the simple beauty
of rural life. His intensity of emotion and innovation in
form and expression set him apart as a poet of great
significance. The mystical tone of his poetry stems from
the tradition of great medieval masters like Narasimha
Mehta, Kabir, Akho etc.

As early as 1947, Sri Rajendra Shah was awarded the
"Kumar Chandrak’ for the best contribution (poems) to the
Kumar. The awards he received include Ranjitram Suvarna
Chandrak (1956), Sahitya Akademi Award (1964),
Mahakavi Nanalal Prize (1968), Narmnad Chandrak




(1956), @ifecd STFCH TR (1964), 7R T [@R - (1977), Aurobindo Suvarna Chandrak by Gujarati Sahitya

: e ofwe e Parishad (1980), Bharatiya Bhasha Parishad Award (1985),
(1968), e 9% (1977), T F Dhanaji Kanaji Suvarna Chandrak (1986), Murdhanya

ga‘_Uf IS (1980) I ST o JER (1985), ¥R Sahityakar Samman by Gujarat Sahitya Akademi (1993)
FART U FEF (1986), TSRG e W & T8 and the Narasimha Mehta Award of Government of
iR M (1993) 3R o0 FWHR F I Feal WepR ~ Gujarat (1994).

fayfira For his outstanding contribution to Gujarati poetry, the
(1997) il e Eﬂ Eidl %' Sahitya Akademi confers its highest honour, the Fellowship,
IS i e % & § fafers aer o fog afec e on Sri Rajendra Keshavlal Shah.

A TSZ HYE A R H 3N Yar= TUH, Tew G,
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